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Leucite, potassium and aluminum silicate
found in the lavas of Vesuvious, in which it
forms white or ash-gray, rounded, many-
faced crystals, mostly embedded in a black
crystalline rock. Leucite is interesting to the
mineralogist because of its apparently anoma-
lous structure and optical properties.

Leucocrinum, the sand lily of Colorado, is
i liliaceous genus containing the one species
L. montanum. This-is a dwarf-growing, har-
dy plant, bearing, close to the ground, clusters
of white, funnel-shaped, fragrant flowers in
early spring.

Leucocythoemia, or Leukaemia, is a dis-
ease characterized by great increase in the
number of white corpuscles present in the
blood, and generally by some decrease in the
red corpuscles. Two forms are recognized,
one known as the myelogenous type. The
other form is the lymphatic.

Leucoium, or Snowflake, a genus of
hardy, bulbous plants, order Amaryllidaceas.
They have usually long, narrow leaves, and
pendulous white flowers, remotely like those
of the snowdrop.

Leucoma, or Albugo (Gr. letikos, 'white'),
is an exceedingly dense white cicatrix which
sometimes follows deep ulceration of the cor-
nea. When situated near the center of the
pupil, it seriously impairs the vision of the
affected eye.

Leucopogon, a genus of tropical and sub-
tropical evergreen shrubs, order Epacridactse.
They bear terminal axillary spikes of small
white flowers.

Leuctra, small tn. in Bceotia, ancient
Greece, famous for the great victory gained
in its neighborhood by the Thebans over the
Spartans (371 B.C.), which practically ended
Spartan supremacy in Greece.

Leukas, or Leucadia, now called Santa
Maura, isl. in the Ionian Sea, off the coast
of Acarnania, in W. Greece, 46 m.' s.e. of
Corfu. The chief products are currants, wine,
and oil. Its capital is Amaxichi or Leukas,
on the n.e. coast. Its name 'Whiteland' is due
to the chalky nature of its hills, the highest
of which attain to an elevation of 3,700 ft.
Colonized by Corinthians about 650 B.C.,
they made it an island by cutting a canal
through the narrow isthmus which connected
it with the mainland.

Leutze, Emanuel (1816-68), German-Am-
erican historical painter, born at Gmund,
Wurtemberg, and studied art in Dusseldorf,
making his home there until 1859, when he
went to the U. S., where he received a com-
mission to paint Westward the Star of Em-

pire takes its Way (1860) for the capitol at
Washington. Among his other works are Co-
lumbus before the Council at Salamanca
(1841), and his chef-d'oeuvre, Washington
Crossing the Delaware.
Levant, a name first applied by the Italians
to the Mediterranean Sea and the regions ad-
joining it to the e. of Italy. It now refers to
the east end of the Mediterranean and the
adjoining countries, whose inhabitants are
called Levantines.
Levee. See Mississippi River* Protective
Works.
Level, (i.) An instrument for obtaining
the direction of a line parallel to the horizon,
or testing the horizontally of surfaces. It
depends in its various forms on the principle
that the surface of a liquid at rest is horizon-
tal The water-level is the simplest variety
of the instrument. Instruments based on the
spirit-level are, however, much more accurate
and convenient. In levelling for surveying
purposes, the spirit-level is fixed parallel to
the axis of a telescope provided with cross
hairs, and the latter directed to a vertical
measure, or levelling rod, held first in one
position and then in another, the difference
of the readings observed on the staff giving
the difference of level between the two points.
See SURVEYING; THEODOLITE. (2.) A level in
mining is a horizontal gallery run to connect
shafts and to open the ground. See MINING.
Levelling. A surveying operation involv-
ing the determination of different points or
objects at or near the earth's surface, as in
the construction of railways, mines and tun-
nels. Levelling is usually carried on with a
level of one of the forms described above,
or by the use of some form of hypsometrical
apparatus. See SURVEYING.
Levellers, the name of an ultra-republican
party in England during the Civil War which
was powerful in Parliament in the earlier
years of the commonwealth. Dissatisfied with
the form of government established by the
Parliamentarians after the death of Charles
i., they broke out, in 1649, into open mutiny,
but were suppressed by Fairfax.
Leven. (i.) Loch, Kinross-shire, Scotland,
9 m. n.w. of Kirkcaldy, and overlooked by
the hills of Benarty and West Lomond. It
contains seven islands, of which St. Serf's,
the largest, has ruins of an 8th century prio-
ry ; and Castle Island bears the ruins of the
castle in which Mary Queen of Scots was im-
prisoned (1567-8). See Burns-Begg's History
of Lock Leven Castle (1877). (2.) Loch,
branching e. from Loch Linnhe, and forming